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or of representing the interests and wishes of His
Majesty in this important and extraordinary pro-
ceeding. His Majesty cannot view without equal sur-
prise and dissatisfaction these proofs of weakness in
a prince whose hands he has done so much to
strengthen, and who was in the act of receiving a con-
siderable subsidy for a vigorous and concerted prosecu-
tion of the war, at the very moment when he was
clandestinely and in person making at the head of a
very superior army the most abject submissions to
the common enemy. I believe I shall not exaggerate
if I say there were 120,000 against 80,000.

< Baron Thugut was all yesterday under the greatest
uneasiness concerning this event, which he had reason
to apprehend, but which was not yet certain. He still
retained a slight hope, however, from the apparent im-
possibility of such an act of infamy and folly. I never
saw him, nor any other man, so much affected as he
was when he communicated this transaction to me to-
day. His sense of its enormity is not weaker than
mine, and his language is the same. I had said
that these fortresses being demanded as pledges of his
sincerity, the Emperor should have given, on the same
principle, the arms and ammunition of his army.
Baron Thugut said that he1 had used those precise
words to the Grand Duke this morning, and had added
that after giving the soldiers' muskets, the clothes
would be required off their backs. I said that a
nation or a prince, which avowed a determination not